The Tabernacle Furnishings
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The table holding the bread of the Presence
was made of wood covered with thin sheets
of gold. All of the objects were portable

ang were fitted with rings and carrying
poles, practices typical of Egyptian ritual
processions as early as the Old Kingdom.

The altar of
burnt offering was made

of wood overlaid with bronze. The size,
five cubits square and three cubits
high, matches altars found at Arad

and Beersheba from the pericd

of the manarchy.
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The ark of the Testimony
compares with the roughly
contemporary shrine and
funerary furniture of King
Tutankhamun (c. 13508.C.),
which, along with the Nimrud
and Samaria ivories from a
later period, have been used
1o guide the graphic interpre-
tation of the text. Both sources
show the convenlional way of
depicting extrame reverance,
with facing winged guardians
shielding a sacred place.
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